THE VICTORY OF THE RADICALS

radical leaders won. Their victory was due to
adroit tactics on their own part and to mistakes,
bad judgment, and bad manners on the part of the
President. When all hope of controlling Johnson
had been given up, Thaddeus Stevens and other
leaders of similar views began to contrive means to
circumvent him. On December 1, 1866, before
Congress met, a caucus of radicals held in Wash-
ington agreed that a joint committee of the two
Houses should be selected to which should be re-
ferred matters relating to reconstruction. This
plan would thwart the more conservative Senate
and gain a desirable delay in which the radicals
might develop their campaign. The next day at a
caucus of the Union party the plap T^ent through
without arousing the suspicion of the supporters
of the Administration. Next, through the in-
fluence of Stevens, Edward McPherson, the clerk
of the House, omitted from the roll call of the
House the names of the members from the South.
The radical program was then adopted and a week
later the Senate concurred in the action of the
House as to the appointment of a Joint Committee
on Reconstruction.

On the  issues before Congress both Houses
were split into rather clearly defined factions: